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Christmas - the most grandiose holiday in 

Great Britain. All English people celebrate 

Christmas on the 25th of December . It is a 

family holiday. 

Christmas, marking the birth of Christ in the 

Christian religion, is another time when many 

families get together.  

The first recorded date of Christmas being 
celebrated on the 25th of December was in 
336 AD, during the time of the Roman Emperor 
Constantine. 

        Why is Christmas Day on the 25th of December?        
 



           The Tradition of Advent            
 

     Advent is the period of four Sundays and weeks 
before Christmas. Advent means 'Coming' in Latin. 
This is the coming of Jesus into the world. Christians 
use the four Sundays and weeks of Advent to 
prepare and remember the real meaning of 
Christmas.  

     One candle lights on the first Sunday of Advent, 
two light on the second Sunday and so on. Each 
candle has a different meaning in Christianity. 
Different churches have given them different 
meanings: 

     The first represents Isaiah in the Bible that 
predicted the coming of Jesus. 

     The second represents the Bible. 

     The third represents Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

     The fourth represents John, who told the people 
in Israel to get ready for Jesus' teaching. 



           St. Nicholas, Santa Claus & Father Christmas            

 

Many families put up a 

Christmas tree and bake 

lots of special Christmas 

cookies. Small children 

believe that their gifts 

come from Santa Claus. 

This name comes from 

the European name Saint 

Nicholas.  



Parents tell their children that Santa lives in the North Pole and, on the night 

before Christmas, he travels around the world in a sledge pulled by reindeer. 

He goes down chimneys of houses to leave gifts for children. 



           The History of Christingles       
 

The word Christingle means 'Christ Light' and 
celebrates the light of Jesus coming into the world: 
but no one is really sure how Christingles came 
into being.  

 

    The orange is round like the world. 

    The candle stands tall and straight and gives 
light in the dark like the love of God. 

    The red ribbon goes all around the 'world' and 
is a symbol of the Jesus' blood. 

    The four sticks point in all directions and 
symbolise North, South, East and West - they also 
represent the four seasons. 

    The fruit and nuts (or sometimes sweets!) 
represent the fruits of the earth. 



  Some children in the UK make their own Christingles and gather together to light them.  



      Christmas dishes           
 

Traditional Christmas 
dishes in England are the 
roast turkey with potatos 
and Christmas pudding. 
Traditionaly there is a 
coin in a Christmas 

pudding. 



There is a big Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square. There are a lot of beautiful 

decorations at Christmas in the central of London. Thousands of people come 

to look at them. 



After lunch people go to the sitting room to listen to the Christmas speech of the 

Queen, shown on TV. 



Before Christmas, groups 

of singers go from house to 

house. They collect money 

and sing traditional 

Christmas songs or carols. 

There are a lot of popular 

British Christmas carols. 



So, Christmas is a merry family holiday for all the people of Great Britain. It 

brings all families together, and it is a time of giving and getting gifts and it is a 

time when people remember that their life is not just about going to work or 

studying for exams. And the English proveb says: «Christmas comes but once 

a year». 



           Christmas Bells            

 





           Christmas Candy Canes            

 



         Christmas Cards      
       



           Christmas Crackers            
 



           The Colors of Christmas            
 

Green 

Red 

Gold 

White 

Blue 



           Christmas Trees            
 



     The Star of Bethlehem      

 





New year in 

England 



New Year in Britain is celebrated 

on January 1, the first day of the 

first month. This day was officially 

declared as New Year’s Day in 

1752. 

New Year is the much awaited 

holiday for the people of Britain. 



Many people spend New Year’s Day resting. Because they’ve 

stayed up most of the night, greeting the New Year! Some went to 

parties at friends’ homes or at nightclubs. Others were out on the 

streets, throwing confetti and blowing noisemakers. Many people 

make New Year’s resolutions. Few people keep them. 



A very old custom of “first footing” is still followed in 

Britain. “First foot” is the first person to cross the 

threshold of a house on New Year’s Day and he is a 

bringer of good fortune for the coming year. The 

first-foot was supposed to bring gifts of money, 

bread or cake, coal or salt as these were considered 

lucky. 



Another important part of New Year celebrations in Britain is the biggest New 

Year parade. 

Musicians, dancers, acrobats, drums and other entertainers show their talants 

to other people. 



One of the most widely known symbols 

of New Year’s Eve is the image of the 

Clock Tower at the Palace of 

Westminster, in London, counting down 

the last minutes of the old year. The first 

chimes of Big Ben in the new year are 

broadcast live on radio and television. 



This is followed by a fireworks performance, often centered on the London 

Eye, the largest Ferris wheel in Europe. 




